_ October 
~ faunch © 
for new 
lottery 


~ ‘A NEW instant lottery 
called ‘Top Cash’ is to be 
launched by The Spastics 
2. Society with Top Ten Pro- 
oo motions Ltd — the organ- 
ee isers of the Spastics Pool— 
in October. . 
* Michael Brophy, . the 
- Soeiety’s Director of Fund 
Raising. explained; ‘Our 
- first eight lotteries have 
| raised £16,000, but. we are 
still ~not. satisfied so we 
have decided to’ re-launch 
- .the scheme as an_ instant 
. Jottery.’ 
_ There are plans to pro- 

mote Top Cash in some 
-_ Spastics Shops. 
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planned ‘on September 
school year. 


2.55 am on Thursday, 


miles away.’ 


Holidays for VIP 
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Term begins 
usual’ for pupils 


DESPITE the massive £500,000 blaze that gutted 
part of its central complex, the Society’s Thomas 
Delarue School in Tonbridge, Kent, will open as 


6 for the start of the 


Appliances were called rite six towns to 
fight the fire after the alarm was sounded at 


August 17, and Station 


Officer Ken Thoroughgood, of Tunbridge Wells, 
said: ‘I could see the flames above the trees from 


The fire started in 
the upper storey of the 
central block contain- 

ing staff rooms, library 
| and dining room. The 
roof and part of the 
floor collapsed into the 
main. hall and the 
pupils’ dining room. 

The classrooms and 
dormitories were saved, 
| and the kitchen is intact, 
although many of its ser- 
| vices. were put out. of 
action. = 
} Mr Peter Fairweather. a 
| housemaster at the school, 
| 


said that he and a’ few 
other members of staff in 
| residence were roused by 
| Cont. on Page 6 

| 
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WHERE holidaymakers are the VIP’s. . 


® GUTTED — the assembly hall at the Society’s 
after the blaze, 
is suspected. 


The 
Spastics 


Society 


On the left | 


—a happy moment captured by our photographer at the 


Garwood Hotel, Bognor Regis, where handicapped visi- 
tors haye a traditional seaside holiday. Enjoying them- 
selves there are Dennis Holland, from Southampton, Fred 
Gobey, from Chichester, and (centre) care assistant Annie 
During. A more unusual break with routine is offered at 
the Churchtown Farm Field Studies Centre at Lanlivery, 
where visitors enter a new world of country 
And—as you see in the picture below—make 


Cornwall, 
pursuits. 


friendly contact with the pet goats! 
of the holiday opportunities offered by The Spastics 


Society. 


More about the Garwood Hotel on Page 12, and 
Churchtown Farm on Page 3. 


These are just two 


Our competitors are 
making circles | 
round us! 


They've no option, ee 
the Newton Queensway is 
the only chair to rotate on 
its own axis, either way, 
giving complete 
manoeuvrability — 
smoothly. And there’sa 
built-in battery charger with \ 
an automatic cut-off plus 
many. other advanced 
features. Even the seat 
height is adjustable 

making it ideal for 

kitchen and office use. 
Telephone or write now 

for your Queensway free 
home demonstration 

and out-turn all others. Just another Newton first! 


Personal Loan facilities available. 


(Dept) NI7/SN) FREEPOST 5, 


RESEARCH 


When only the best will do - go Newton. 


Thomas Delarue School 
Police are investigating the cause of the fire and arson 


ee Se 


London W1E 4QZ Telephone: 01-637 5962 
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When her child is the hospital patient | 


I AM very fortunate in 
having the opportunity 
quite regularly of talking 
to different groups of 
second year nurses on the 
subject of the disabled, and 
in particular, the cerebral 
palsied. 

If they are to become 

community nurses on the dis- 
trict, a little knowledge of aids 
and equipment and so on, is 
“useful, but- it is even more 
important to. have. the- right 
approach to a disabled person 
living in the community. 

Another aspect well worth 
discussing is the attention and 
treatment of the young spastic 
in hospital, with particular 
regard to orthopaedic  sur- 
gery. Down the years it has 
been a debatable point as to 
how much benefit a cerebral 
palsied person can obtain — 
there are surgeons who will 
operate; there are a few sur- 


Mrs Milnes is the parent of a spas 


mother often knows best 


geons who specialise in this 
field. 

I have heard and experi- 
enced many disturbing stories 
of young spastics in hospital 
undergoing corrective surgery. 
Whilst appreciating the  in- 
terest the surgeon has in trying 
to help the spastic child, he 
must have staff behind him, 
nurses and physiotherapists, 
who understand the condition 
brought about by a damaged 
central nervous system. The 
surgeon is not dealing with a 
straight-forward orthopaedic 
case — if there is such a thing. 
The spasm and jerky. move- 
ments of a ‘spastic’ limb 
when encased in plaster be- 
comes more acute and much 
more painful, therefore the 
post-operative days are very 
important. 


At this ,point it is . very 
helpful to have a good staff- 
parent relationship. Mothers 
can play a very important part 
here and ease the staff situa- 
tion. If the patient’s speech is 
bad or slow, she can make sure 
his needs are carried out, for 
instance, tactfully checking 
that some muscle relaxant has 
been ‘written up’ before the 
doctor has gone off duty. She 
can feed the patient if neces- 
sary with many spastics 
this can be very time con- 
suming. 

The parent must feel wel- 
come. tam sure the attitude 
in most hospitals is now chang- 
ing in favour. of parents 
helping. This is essential I 
think, where cerebral palsy ‘is 
concerned, as in many cases 
mothers know more of some 


‘AGRIMOTORS'’ 


(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car Hire 11, 12, 14, 29, 36, 37, 41, & 45 seaters 
are available for local and long-distance travel. 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 


12, 29, 36, 37, 41, 45 seaters available for short or long distance travel. 
Both Companies welcome enquiries from Department of Education, as 
we specialise in this form of coach hire. 


Registered Offices for both companies: 


« Merton Garage & PO, Merton, Okehampton, 


Devon, EX20 3DZ. Tel: Beaford 324/200 
ee cseacccmmaes 


Flying when youre disabled _ 


SN Sept 


A SMALL house in the 
suburbs of Cambridge 
is closing down as a 


-refuge and rehabilita- 


tion centre for victims 
of vandals and mug- 
gers. From the streets 


What sort of facilities can you expect at the airport? 
Do you need to give advance notice of your requirements? 
What is the best way to get to the airport? 

Our free leaflets set out the facts, answer your questions. 
They're there to help you, so we'll be only too glad to send 
you all the copies you need. Please write to Airport Services, 


British Airports Authority, 2, Buckingham 
Gate, London SWIE 6JL— naming the 
airports you're interested in. 


Heathrow. Gatwick. Stansted. Edinburgh. Glasgow. Prestwick. Aberdeen. 
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aspects of this condition than 
the nurses. She, after all, has 
been living with the problems 
for years and although at times 
she may be a little over- 
emotional, I think that if the 
nurses will listen, they will 
find she is speaking a good deal 
of common sense. 

It is an anxious time for 
parents, they know the opera- 
tion will only help and not 
cure, all they want is for that 
young person to be as com- 
fortable as _ possible. 

I have heard it said that if 
nurse had paused and listened 
to what a young spastic in 
plaster was trying to say, many 
pressure sores could have 
been avoided. Often the limbs 
are undeveloped and without 
the same amount of cushioning 
as a normal limb. 


It must be very difficult for 


a Sister to always instruct the 
nurses on duty about the con- 
_ dition of eyery patient, par- 
ticularly in teaching hospitals 
where the staff is constantly 
changing, and I suppose one 
must accept that if nurses, and 
indeed, medical students were 
to. cover thoroughly every 
aspect of medicine then their 
studies would span 20 years! 

I do not want to worry 
parents whose children are 
about to have an operation, 
but I think it would be useful 
to know that extra care must 
be taken at this time. With a 
fractured normal limb, — the 
plaster is removed and the 
limb will inevitably stay stiff 
and still until mobilised slowly 
with the help of physiotherapy. 
Not always’ so. with spastic 


limbs, as in the: casé of my 
daughter. ace: cae 
After weeks of having her 
legs in plaster, it was removed 
and her knees .drew up and 
locked. Lhe pain. was. terrible. 
The poor staff murse was 
doing all she could, but she 
just didn’t have the knowledge - 
she should have. L was trying 
to comfort Anne with hands on 
both her knees endeavouring 
to ease the spasm and at the 
same time explaining the 
effects of cerebral palsy. to the 
nurse. That was 10 years ago 
and obviously »knowledge has 
been gained since then. I hope 
it is put into practice. : 
I would like to think that 
orthopaedic surgeons now 
realise that the physiotherapist 
treating the cerebral palsied 
after surgery must have had 
experience with these young 
people, for it is important for 
the spastic to. be able to relax 
mentally- with the —physio- 
therapist. 


tic daughter, and a member of the Society's Executive Council | 


Broken victims of vandals — 


seek a new ‘doctor’ — 


of Birmingham, Coven- 
try, Derby and Peter- 
borough, from 
Hertfordshire and Nor- 
thamptonshire, they 
arrived with fractured 
skulls, broken limbs, 
battered, bruised and 
ill-used to undergo 
treatment from the 
healing hands of Kevin 
Diss. 

Now Christine, Wendy, 
Susie and Debra—the dolls 
of the Society’s Boxes and 
Dolls Department — must 
find a new doll doctor for 
Kevin, at 17, has been 
forced to retire from his 


‘Media _ Rehabilitation 
Clinic’ in order to go to 
University. Such has been 
his skill with fibreglass and 
paint that he has got the 
dolls back on to their beats 
within days of being 
smashed up. 

Said Don Tilton, Field 
manager for the Midlands 
and East Anglia: ‘Hope- 
fully he will pass on his 
expertise fo another, for 
without people such as 
Kevin, the Society would 
suffer a significant loss of 
income. So we say “thank 
you,” Kevin, you have 
saved us hundreds of 
pounds and we wish you 
every success with your 
studies.’ 


PREGNANCY 
TESTING 


| British Pregnancy Advisory 


Service is a non-profit making 


registered Charitable Trust. 


Sirmingham 021-643 1461 
Bournemouth 
Brighton 
Cardiff 
Chester 
Glasgow 
Leeds 
Liverpool} 
London 
Manchester 
| Sheffield 


@532 443861 
051-227 3721 
014-222 0985 
@6t-236 7777 
0742>738326 
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®@ TWO Susies and a 


/ Christine 
Kevin, who has mixed the skills 


with kind-hearted "_ 
of surgeon, body- 


work repairer and cosmetician to -keep the 
collecting dolls in working condition. 3 


Picture by courtesy of Cambridge Evening News. 


: | Joncare | 


18 Appleford 
Oxon. Tel: (0235) 21307/28120 


AMESBURY CS 
WALKING AID 


Designed to teach 
children to walk 
through all stages 
of development. 
Fully adjustable. 
Made in two sizes. 


Send for details on 
this range and other 
products. 

Please ref SN97. 


One of many 
Amesbury products 
now available from 


Drive, Abingdon 
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© THE breathtaking beauty of Bodmin Moor makes pony-trekking one of 
_ the high spots of a holiday at Lanlivery. Here Marjorie Richards leads 
< the party along the quiet roads at a gentle pace to match the scenery. 


Finding new horizons 


in the countryside 


EVERY week, pnts 


throughout the year, 
up to 40 mentally and 
physically disabled 
people enter a new 
world. It is the Soc- 


has opened up new 
horizons to people 
confined ‘to wheel- 
chairs and the walls of 
centres for the handi- 
capped. 


Here in what _ the 
Cornish are rightly proud 


The variety of pursuits 
is endless—whatever the 
subject there is someone 
on hand to give advice. 
Budding naturalists are 
taught by specialists while 
rock climbers learn to scale 
and abseil rock faces under 
expert guidance. 


SPASTICS NEWS. 3 


Or 


® Above: Lunchtime at. 
Lanlivery and what 
more fitting than 
Cornish pasties! And 
as the sun shines down 
on the alfresco meal 
this PHAB club staying 
at the Churchtown 
Farm Field Studies 
Centre were obviously 
having a fabulous time 
when our photographer 
Ray Christopher called, 


4 


® CARLA Goodrige, of 
Forest Gate, and 
Brenda Davis, of Stone- 
house, Glos, get to 
know one of the steeds 
at the Coach House 
Stables. 


| iety’s unique Field 
- Studies Centre at 


: of as some of ‘the finest Jean Hurst, the secre- 
pee : countryside in the British tary, explained: ‘People 
| : Churchtown Farm, Lan- Isles, people come to both ae do whatever they ant 
15 livery, Cornwall, which — learn and relax. —the only limit is their 
ages a capabilities. We do not 
really even. have any rules 
and regulations. And we 
never find a student who 
wants to be left behind out 
of any of the activities.’ 
Six of the staff have been 
at- Lanlivery — since _ it 
opened—it is now in its 
third summer and in 
addition to Dr. Michael 
Cotton, the principal, there 


There are a hundred 
reasonswhy 
people wet the bed 


‘Cont. on Page 4 - 


But there’ no 
OE eel reason inthe world 


Spastics News. through | why they should lie in it 


his achievements in the | 
Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold award scheme. 
He is a speaker for his 
local Physically. Handi- 
capped and Able- 
Bodied Club which was | 
enjoying a week’s | 


course down on the eee y, S | 
farm. 3S absorbent bed sheets 


| a unique development 
K ~ giving improved 
comfort and dignity 


Interested? 

If so, please write for booklet 

HOW KYLIE CAN HELP 

Kylie Advisory Service 

Nicholas Laboratories, 225 Bath Road 
Slough, England SL1 4AU 


Kylie is a trademark. Worldwide patents pending 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. — 


through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


All our products are available 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 iBT 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 | 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED SN Sep8 | 
De 
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® THE picturesque hamlet of Henwood with its 
backdrop of Bodmin Moor is the starting-off 
point for the riders, many of whom have never 
been on horseback in their lives before their stay 
at the Society’s centre at Lanlivery. 


New horizons 
at Lanlivery 


in addition to the academic 
block there is a small farm 
with stock that any farmer 
would be proud to own. 
With miles of superb 
countryside to e xplore 


Cont. from Page 3 
are three teachers as well 
as -administrative and 
domestic staff. Two house- 
parents have also joined 
the strength although 


Ee S's 


staying at the Society’s Oakwood Centre, Essex, 
‘and with Catherine Starling, a 18-year-old nurse 
from Swiss Cottage who has just completed her 
training, sets off to see some more of the Cornish 
countryside. 


Howzat 


THE cares of providing 
top class service in one 
of London’s — leading 
hotels were forgotten on 
a cricket pitch in 
Regents Park one sunny 
Sunday and the Society’s 


richer. 
The money came 


® SYLVIA Plog is a student from Paris presently 


“a 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign | | 
fund was over £400 | | 


SEPTEMBER 


® ‘STOP kidding around’ seems to be the message - 
from Bluebell, one of the farm’s favourite pets, 
as she investigates Eddie Richards’ cine camera. 
Eddie is chairman of Cornwall PHAB and with 
Ken Beard, a fellow member of Truro Cine 
Society, was making a film of the visit. 


Disabled wives—victims 
of discrimination and 


tribunals themselves are in- 
consistent, the book argues, as 
different tribunals are reach- 
ing opposite decisions in vir- 
tually identical cases. 


1978 


where necessary, parties 
are expected to bring their 
own care staff. ‘Mind you, 
that sometimes gets forgot- 
ten, said Jean, “but so far 
we have not had any prob- 
lems we cannot cope with.’ 

It is a pastoral idyll, for 


and absorbing courses to 
study, it is no wonder that 
experts in the field of 
handicap come from all 
over the world and_ cast 
envious eyes on what the 
Society has achieved in a 
little Cornish hamlet. 


Private Transport 


from the match between 
management and staff of 
The White House Hotel 
and a charity dinner 
held earlier in the year. 
Nearly 300 staff families 
attended the match. 


Wheelchair Caravans 


MOBILITY FOR THE DISABLED! 


As Specialists in producing, vehicles designed individually for conveying the incapacitated, we can provide. the 
right vehicle to suit most disabilities, 


Welfare Services Transport 


These are some examples of the versatility of our wide range of vehicles which are available either for a 
disabled driver or for transporting up to 43 passengers or 20 wheelchairs, 
Variations of bodywork or interior equipment can be arranged to meet individual requirements and. adapted 


to suit most manufacturers’ standard chassis. 


We also specialise in a wide range of ancillary equipment including Restraining Harnesses: and Wheelchair Anchorage 


Clamps of registered design. 


For your particular requirements please contact: 


ROOTES MAIDSTONE LTD 


Mill Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6YD 
Telephone: Maidstone 53333. Telex: 96230 


Cy SHEVSIER 
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A NEWLY-PUBLISHED book, ‘Second Class 
Disabled,’ by Irene Loach and Ruth Lister, calls 
for the abolition of the ‘normal household duties’ 
test for married women claimants of the Non- 
Contributory Invalidity Pension. The pension is 
paid to chronically sick and disabled people of 
working age who have not made enough insur- 
ance contributions to qualify for the invalidity 
benefit. 

It has been available 


since 1975 to men and 
single women who are 


women as their husbands’ 
dependants. 

They also consider that 
the test penalises disabled 
incapable of paid women who try to help 
employment, and in themselves and retain 


: their independence in the 
LaAd it Hie: granted ee home. The report includes 
certain married 


: a number of cases of 
women. But to qualify women whose claims have 
for the pension, the 


been rejected because of 
latter group have to 


their valiant efforts to look 
prove that they cannot 


after their families. 
By June 1978, : i 
carry out normal house- atin pouch at 
hold tasks. 


the book, 9,400 women in- 
Irene Loach of the Dis- 


capable of paid work had 
been refused housewives’ NCIP 
ability Alliance, and her 
co-author Ruth Lister. 


. because of the ‘houschold 
say that the test is dis- 


duties test... This was about 15 
per cent of those who had 

criminatory and based on 

outdated assumptions 


claimed. A further 1,284 
about the position of 


women had been turned down 
inifially but had won the 

married women. This, they 

add, is typical of our 


benefit on appeal, by the end 

of April 1978. However, only 

52 per cent of appeals were 

| ‘ upheld and women who were 
social security system not represented at the tribunals 
which treats married were unlikely to succeed. The 


‘Second Class Disabled’ cites 
many case histories of women 
with different types of handi- 
cap. Some find it impossible 
to reach up or ‘bend, others 
cannot lift heavy weights or 
control their hands sufficiently 
to perform such tasks as peel- 
ing vegetables. Many can do 
these things but only with 
great pain or breathlessness: 
And, as one of 
quoted points out: ‘How does 
one “prove” degrees of pain?’ 


The over-simplified ques- 


tionnaires to be filled in by 
claimants and doctors were 
found to be irrelevant to most 
physical conditions. But. say 
the authors, the whole pro- 
cedure of testing ability in the 
home. is ill-conceived and 
impossible to administer fairly 
or consistently, and re-design- 
ing of the application form 
would solve no problems. 

A campaign has been 
launched for the abolition of 
the. test so that married 
women can be’ paid NCIP on 
the same basis as all other 
disabled people. 

‘Second Class Disabled’ is 


available for 80p (inc postage) 


from Equal Rights for Dis- 
abled Woman Campaign, 5 
Netherhall Gardens, London 


NW3. Tel (01) 794 1536. The ~ 


same organisafion will supply 
petition forms and forward 
them when completed to the 
Minister for ‘he Disabled. 


(QUEST EDUCATIONAL DESIGNS) LTD 
3 HIGH STREET, GOSPORT, HANTS PO12 1BX. Tel: 070-17 81179 


See our very special 
Educational Aids 


PAGE TURNER 
BLISS INDICATOR 


DRAWING MACHINE 


GAMES MACHINE 


On Stand 180 at the Naidex Convention 1978 
The Brighton Centre and Metropole Hotel 
September 18 to 21 
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For new books in the North West: 


JARDINE’S BOOKSHOPS 


MANCHESTER 
10 ST PETER’S SQUARE, 061-236 5049 


KNUTSFORD 
73 KING STREET, 53622 


MACCLESFIELD 
49 CHESTERGATE, 22636 
BOOK BARGAINS ONLY at 
OLD MARKET PLACE, KNUTSFORD 


BOOK TOKENS SOLD AND EXCHANGED 
ACCESS AND BARCLAYCARD 


HAWKER SIDDELEY 


with world-wid ! A 
SN Sepl0 ide sales and service 


DOSCO 


Overseas Engineering 
Limited 
Manufacturers of Mining and Tunnelling Machinery 


Wish continued success to 
The Spastics Organisation 


DOSCO OVERSEAS ENGINEERING LIMITED 


OLLERTON ROAD, TUXFORD, NR NEWARK, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
ENGLAND. TELEPHONE: TUXFORD 870621/6 


Hawker Siddeley Group supplies electrical and mechanical equipment 
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NINE CANDIDATES FOR 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


wy 


chairman of the Resources 
Committee and member of . 
the Services Sub-Commit- 
tee. He is chairman and - 
founder of the Hornsey * 
Centre for Handicapped | 
Children which educates 
children with all handicaps, 
particularly those of nur- 
sery age. Mr Rigby was 
co-founder of the Habinteg 
Housing Association which 
provides homes for the 
disabled and others in 
need. He has been a mem- 
ber of the City of London 
Corporation § since 1972, 
and for many years was a 
member of his borough and 
county councils, and was 
mayor of Hornsey. In addi- 
is a __ tion he has served as mem- 
from ber and chairman of 
various governing and 
public bodies. 
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*MR_ Dorrien Belson, a 
retired company director 

_ from Henley - on - Thames. 
_ Oxon, has been Chair- 
- man of The Spastics 
_ Society since 1974. He is 
_ the parent of a spastic son 
and joint founder, former 

_ chairman, and now presi- 
dent of the Bath District 

_ Spastics Society. Mr Belso:x 
has been a member of the 

- Executive Council since 
_ 1969, has served on the 
Finance Committee, and 
was honorary treasurer 

_ from 1969 to 1973. In his 
_ successful business career. 
Mr Belson was a director 
of a large international 
- company, and chairman of 
several of its subsidiaries. 
In addition to his work for 


Day of decision 
at the Societys - 
annual meeting 


WHEN The Spastics Society holds its Annual 
General Meeting in London on.October 14 one 
of the most vital tasks for the delegates is the 
voting for seats on the Executive Council, the 
ultimate decision-making body of the Society. 

Five members of the 15-strong Council retire by 
rotation each year, and it is a significant sign of the ~ 
Society’s vigour that there is no shortage of high calibre 
candidates to fill the vacant seats. Nine men and women 
have been nominated for the five places so there will be 
a keen contest. 

As in previous years, Spastics News prints: photo- 
graphs and brief biographical details about each candi- 
date in this September issue of the newspaper so that 
there can be full discussion about the people standing 


_Spastics, locally and 
nationally, Mr Belson is a 
director of St Hugh’s 
Society. 


*MR Peter Rigby 
company director 
London, a member of the 


— 
MRS Helen Ainsworth is 
a housewife from Colwyn 


> Bay, and chairman of the 
_ Aberconway and District 


Executive Council, vice- 


Society for the Spastic and 
Disabled. She qualified 
as a SRN, and for 18 
years ran her own business. 
Mrs Ainsworth is very 
interested in welfare work 
and is a committee mem- 
ber of the Aberconway 
Community Health Coun- 
cil, and also serves on the 
Council’s general purposes 
committee and elderly 
people’s committee. 


MRS Dorothy Cottle is a 
housewife from Dinas 
Powis, Cardiff, and has 
been chairman of the Car- 
diff and District Spastics 
Association for nine years 
She is the parent of a spas- 
tic, and has been on the 
executive committee of the 
Cardiff Association for 
over 20 years and alse 
chairman of the appeals 
committee for nine years 
Mrs Cottle is a member o! 
the Wales Regional Co- 
ordinating Committee, 4 
committee member of the 
‘shadow’ health care team 
for the mentally handi- 
capped, and a recent mem- 
ber of the Cardiff Com- 
munity Health Council. She 
is closely involved with the 
Cardiff Spastics Day Care 


DR Ronald Firman, PhD, 
is a university lecturer and 
consultant geologist from 
Nottingham, and was born 
spastic. He is president of 
the Association of 62 
Clubs, founder member and 
president of the Notting- 
ham °62 Club, founder and 
past chairman and _presi- 
dent of the Portland Club 
for the Disabled, and he 
inaugurated Nottingham 
University Club for the 


Disabled. Dr Firman 
served on The Spastic 
Society’s Services Com- 


mittee (now renamed the 
Resources Committee) 
_ from 1967 to 1972, and was 
its vice-chairman for three 
years, and has been a 
member of several Society 


Centre which is run by the 
local group, and is a mem- 
ber of the centre’s man- 
agement committee. 


advisory groups, both 
nationally, and locally in 
Nottingham. 


‘chairman of the 


for election. before the AGM. This 


is particularly 


important for those who are entitled to vote but may be 
prevented from attending the meeting in person. In this 
case they are able to vote by proxy, and the Society is 
anxious that all those eligible to vote do so. 


-At previous annual meetings it is understood that 
some eligible voters have failed to take advantage of the 
proxy system, even though they are given full details of 
the procedure well in advance of the meeting. An unused 
vote is a wasted vote, so members are urged to make sure 
that when the election is held they will have -a say in 


who fills those five vacant seats on the Executive Council. 


*MR Denis Bean, a retired 
company director from 
Berkhamsted, Herts, has 


been a member of the 
Society’s Executive Council 
since 1975. He is chairmar 
of the Society’s Public 
Relations and Fund Rais 
ing Committee, and 2 
member of both the Man- 
agement Board and_ the 
Finance Committee. For 
many years Mr Bean was 
Hemei 
Hempstead and _ District 
Spastics Group, chairman 
of the Hertfordshire Spas 
tic Society and a member 
of the Eastern Region Co- 
ordinating Committee. He 
is also a former member 
of the management com- 
mittees of Sherrards Centre 


MR William Huddlestone 
is a technocommercial co- 
ordinator from Eaglescliffe. 
Cleveland, and is chairman 
of Cleveland Spastics 
Society’s work and welfare 
centre management com- 
mittee. He is the parent of 
a spastic and also had a 
spastic sister. Mr Huddle- 
ston is a member of 
Cleveland group’s executive 
and fund raising commit- 
tees, and group representa- 
tive of the Regional Co- 
ordinating Committee, a 
governor of his local 
technical college, and a 
member of the National 
Council of the Institute of 
Works Managers. Through 
his work, his professional 
institution, and the Society, 


‘and Watford Treatment 
Centre, and had wide com- 
mittee experience in his 
business career. 


committee 
experience at local, 
regional and national 
levels. 


& 
he has wide 


*DR Millicent Regan, MB, 
ChB, MFCM, DPH, is 
Medical Officer, DHSS, 
Merseyside Region, and 
lives in Liverpool. She has 
been a member of the 
Executive Council of the 
Society since 1972, and is 
on the Resources Com- 
mittee and Services Sub- 
Committee. Dr Regan is 
an honorary member otf 
the Liverpool Spastics 
Society, and is also con- 
nected with the Southport 
Spastics Society, the 
Merseyside Committee on 
Cerebral Palsy, and the 
Sefton Society of Mental 
Health. She is adviser to 
the board of governors of 
two special schools, and 
chairman and member of 
various committees con- 
cerned with hospital and 
local health authority 
administration. Her pres- 
ent professional appoint- 
ment is concerned with 
attendance allowance and 


*MIR Adrian Wright is a 
solicitor from Bristol who 


has been a member of the 
Executive Council since 
1972, and a member of the 
Resources Committee. He 
is a spastic himself, and has 
been’ associated with the 
work of the Society for 
many years. Mr Wright has 
been chairman of the 
Association of °62 Clubs 
since 1967, and is yice- 
president of the Bristol and 
Bath °62 Club. He is chair- 
man of Kingsley Hall sub- 
committee, chairman of the 
Eyening Club committee. 
some time member of the 
Council of William Temple 
Association, and chairman 
of the local branch. In 
addition he is secretary and 
member of the committee 
of Abbeyfield Bristol 


other social security bene- 
fits, and Dr Regan has 
previous experience as 
general practitioner, 
Deputy Medical Officer of 
Health, Medical Officer te 
Liverpool Regional Hospi- 
tal Board, and Community 
Physician to Sefton AHA. 


Society, founder of Clittoa 
and Hotwells Improvement 
Society, and has been a 
member of the committee 
since 1971. 


*Denotes retiring member of the Executive Council 
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SCHOOL 
BLAZE 


Cont. from Page 1 


the school siren and, on 
racing to the scene, saw 
flames leaping through the 
roof. ‘The firemen did a 
marvellous job in contain- 
ing the fire.” It was two 
hours before the blaze was 
brought under control. 


Workmen were drafted 
in early next morning to 
clear Gipathe site and pro- 
vide temporary accom- 
modation and services for 
the 104 pupils when they 
return to school. Fortu- 
nately they were away on 
summer holiday when the 
blaze occurred. 

Mr Derek Lancaster- 
Gaye, the Society’s Direc- 
tor of Resources, said after 
visiting the school: ‘We 
have decided it must be 
business as usual. Nearly 
all the pupils at this school 
are very severely handi- 
capped and have already 
got enough problems to 
cope with. It would be a 
serious deprivation if they 
were forced to miss part of 
the term and would badly 
disrupt their studies.’ 

The pupils, who are all 
of average and above aver- 
age intelligence, come from 
all over England and. 
Wales’ to the secondary 
boarding school which was 
well protected from fire 
risks. Over £300,000 had 
been spent on fire precau- 
tions at the  Society’s 
establishments over the 
past two years. In addition 


there was regular liaison - 


with local fire departments 
and the school staff and 


Lincolnshire 


’ FIGHTING the fire at the 


Society’s Thomas Delarue 
School—and the Kent and 
Sussex Courier took this 
dramatic picture at the 
height of the blaze, plus the 
aftermath photograph on 
Page 1. 


pupils were well trained in 
fire drills. Had the school 
been occupied, the build- 
ings could have been 
emptied within three 
minutes. 

Mr Lancaster-Gaye com- 
mented: ‘Re-building the 
damaged part of the school 
will take from two to three 
years. We are appalled at 
this wanton. destruction. 
The police suspect arson to 
be the cause of the fire. It 
is hard to imagine how 
anyone could be _ so 
malicious as to attempt to 
harm handicapped school- 
children.’ 


ee 


Norprint Worldwide 


Norprint labelling products are: 
used in more than 40 different 
countries: for marking items as 
diversified as textiles and phar- 
maceuticals, cars, food and 


‘chemicals. 


Norprint Limited 
Boston, 


wy 
ao, s 5 
3 Be Wii fee 


New cars for them from 
Motability 


A LITTLE over a month 
after Motability sent 
out its circular advising 
people of how they 
could convert their 
mobility allowance into 
a car, Lord Goodman, 
Chairman of Mota- 
bility, presented the 
first 10 cars to young 
disabled applicants. 


‘So fast’ 


Mrs Judy Ball, of Ash- 
tead, Surrey, mother of 
Suzanne, aged 17, a former 
student at the Society’s 
Wilfred Pickles and 
Thomas Delarue Schools, 
said at the hand-over 
ceremony at Earls Court: ‘I 
can’t get over how quick 
it’s all been. I filled in the 
form about four weeks ago 
thinking we would have to 
wait- a year at least so 
we’ve been really taken by 
‘surprise. I don’t know how 


Could the sch 


MOTABILITY represents 
new development in the 
social services. Whereas 
the traditional Beveridge 
concept was that the State 


should provide support 
‘from the cradle to the 
grave, Motability repre- 


sents a unique venture in 
which government, indus- 


os 


_ boxes 


we came to be so lucky, I 
was told they put all the 
applications in a hat and 
picked them out at random. 

‘We do have a car at pres- 
ent but it is an old banger 
which I use to drive Suzanne 
to Banstead Place Assessment 
Centre. We've only ever had 
old bangers which, being un- 
reliable, have meant we have 


never been able to go very 
far’ 
An old school friend of 


Suzanne’s, Martin Bottomley. 
also 17, and a former student 
at Wilfred Pickles and Thomas 
Delarue has been working at 
Bracknell Day Centre for a 
year doing packing, woodwork 
and stool-making. His mother, 
Vera, a schoolteacher, said: 
‘Til be driving Martin to and 
from the day centre but I’m 
going to let the dealer drive 
the car back home to Reading 
today. I don’t dare drive a 


new car.in London for fear of 
a shunt.’ Both Mrs Ball and 
Mrs Bottomley chose Ford 
Fiestas. 

Linda Cook, of Fareham. 
Hants, at 16, was the youngest 
recipient of a car, a Chrysler 
Avenger, which will be driven 
by her father Donald, a civil 
servant. 

Her mother, Eileen, said; ‘It 
was about a fortnight ago that 
the form came through and 
now were over the moon— 
we've never had a new car 
before. Linda, is our only 
child and severely  brain- 
damaged. Her mental age is 
about seven and as well as 
being spastic she also suffers 
from epilepsy. She’s been at 
the ESN unit at the local 
secondary modern school 
which she left at the end of 
term and now she has started 
at Portsmouth training centre. 
My next task I suppose now 


that we've got a new Car is to 
learn to drive myself!’ 


Lord Goodman, with Mota- — 


bility’s vice-chairman, Jeffrey 
Sterling, Alf Morris, the 
Minister for the Disabled, 
Patrick Jenkin, MP, and Lord 
Armstrong, Chairman of the 
Clearing Bank which has 


pumped £100 million into the — 


Motability scheme, all took the 


opportunity of talking to the — 
new car recipients before the : 


formal handing over. 


Efficiency’ 
Lord Goodman, in his 


address, spoke of the way 
Motability was 


which was of tremendous 
value both to the disabled and 
the country as a whole. ‘It js 
conducive to the efficiency of 
the nation. 
of some kind to undertake our 
duties and in the case of the 
disabled giving them ithe 
means of mobility so that they. 
can work is enhancing the 
nation’s efficiency. 
question of compassion or 
charity but commonsense.’ 


eme get you — 


on the road too? 


hy TOM PEIZAL, Fund Development 
Controller for Motability 


try (and particularly the 


motor manufacturers, 
banks and insurance com- 
panies) and voluntary 


organisations, collaborate. 

Motability divides into two 
operations — car leasing and 
charitable fund raising. 
Arrangements have been made 
through the DHSS to enable 
disabled recipients’ of the 
Mobility Allowance to hand 
over their new weekly sum of 
£10 to Motability, which will 
put it towards a three or four 
year leasing contract of a 
standard saloon car which has 
been obtained at exceptionally 
favourable terms from the 
British car manufacturers. 
Users of the scheme are, of 
course, free to choose which- 
ever kind of car within this 
range. they would like. The 
London and Scottish Clearing 
Banks are financing Motability 
to the tune of £100 million at 
rates of interest which no dis- 
abled person or organisation 
could achieve on their own, 
and it is because of this that 
the £10 will go a substantial 
way towards paying for the 
weekly cost of the car. 


Extras 


A large number of cars will 
need to have automatic gear- 
put in. Automatic 
transmission is estimated ‘to 
be sufficient adaptation for 
about 60 per cent of Mota- 
bility’s potential users, but 
there will be many additional 
requirements such as hand and 
foot controls, special window 
controls, car top hoists and the 
new sophisticated ‘joy stick’ 
equivalent—which enables the 
disabled driver to put his car 
into gear, drive slowly, fast, 


, turn left or right, merely at 


the push or pull of a knob by 
his toes! Such items can cost 
anything from £50-£2,000, and 
for this purpose the charitable 
side of Motability has been set 
up. Without anything as for- 
mal as means testing (although 
formalised application pro- 


cedures apply), Motability 
will do its utmost to help 
people with real financial 


hardship and continuing need 
for certain conversions, where 
the organisation is reasonably 
convinced that, without it, the 
disabled person could never 
find the money, and would 
therefore remain immobile. 

Also to be borne in mind is 
that Motability can be used 
by able bodied drivers needing 
to transport disabled children, 
relatives or parents who 
receive the new Mobility 
Allowance, 


Appeal 


Motability has launched a 
£1 million appeal for its first 
year of operations 
with the financing of ‘hard- 


‘ware and hardship’ which are ~ 


the clarion calls of the appeal. 
Besides the uniqueness of this 
working arrangement between 
government and the private 
sector, Motability is excep- 
tional in a way which is trying 
to bring the ‘life on wheels” 
of the disabled person to as 
near normal as possible. A 
disabled person, like it or not, 
usually makes a family pretty 
immobile unless there is a car. 
The trike—now being slowly 
phased out—buses and public 
transport, to say nothing of 
costly taxis, would nowadays 
exhaust £10 a week within a 
couple of days, if the disabled 
person were to be able to get 
about as he or she would want 
to. The leasing arrangement, 


which has exceptional terms, . 


achieved through the help of 
the banks and ear manufac- 
turers enables recipients of the 
Mobility Allowance to get the 
best possible value for money. 
We hope the extra revenue 
from the. appeal will slowly 
improve upon this. 

At the moment the Mini, 
for instance, in its basic form 
can be leased for the price of 


~ the Mobility Allowance plus 


£65 Special insurance ‘deal. 
rhe Ford Fiesta will cost the 
price of the Mobility Allow- 


to help. 


ance, insurance plus 


process of negotiations is 


always going on in our organ- _ 
isation and we are: continually . 


hopeful of improving what 

we can offer as we go along. 
Anyone who is in receipt of © 

Mobility Allowance and con- 


sider themselves eligible for — 
the scheme should write to. the 


Secretary of Motability at 
Room 550, State House, High 
Holborn WC1, giving full 


details of themselves. We are _ 


handling applications in strict 
order of priorities, 


wards in age order. 
the reason for starting with 
the youngest is that many of — 


- them will be able to get a job 


of work and take - driving © 
lessons which — otherwise. 


might have been impossible 


for them. i 


Lessons 


. . z: Ba 
Disabled driving tuition is 


a growing science and BSM | 
in Sidney Street, SW3, are one 


of a number of driving schools — 
for disabled — 


with facilities 
tuition, who can be very help- 


ful on where and how to get 


lessons. They also perform 


assessments for every kind of — 


disabled driver, 
Motability would like to 


think that there is no dis- _ 


abled person, however 


severe the handicap, who — 
should not be able to drive — 
an especially adapted car, — 


or be driven in one 
through the scheme. 


getting what 


the 


first 


increasing this rate, so you 


can take this as being a 


practical sign of the organ- 
isation’s intentions 
determination! 


showing the 
way in organising a. service — 


We all need tools 


It is nota 


£139.98 


Larger cars cost more, but the — 
Va 


having — 
started recently with the 16-19 — 
age group and working up- 
Part of@ 


Wes 
are engaged at the begin-° — 
ing of a massive job of | 
could be © 
125,000 people properly on — 
to the road, and there are _ 
bound to be hurdles. In _ 
month = since — 
operations began we pro- _ 
cessed over 200 applica- — 
tions, and are hopeful of — 


and 
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“THE Rev 


“Watson, 
and MRussell’s three-year- 


News in 


- brief. 


THE fund-raising — habit 
has started early for Edin- 
burgh five - year - olds 
Andrew Nimmo, Stuart 
Russell Aitken 


old brother Neil. They held 
a jumble sale and raised 
£30 for the Scottish Coun- 


cil for Spastics. 


Vicar's solo 


Roger Williams, 
Vicar of Fenton, Staffordshire, 


~ has completed a one-man spon- 


sored walk which raised £600 


‘for. the North Staffordshire 


Spastic Association, His 32- 
mile route took him from Mow 
Cop to Rocester. The money 
will be used for the Fenton 
Holiday Trust Fund for 


be 
eel 


MEDLOCK Vale Round 
Table in Lancashire has pre- 
sented £1,750 to Oldham and 


_ District Spastics Association. 


Round the 


houses 


1 HOUSE-to-house collection 


in Folkestone, Kent, has 


raised £1,296. Half of the 


money will be used to help 
local spastics, the rest will go 
towards the ‘Save a Baby’ 


campaign. - 


IPSWICH and East Suffolk 
Spastics Society has raised 
£1,621 with a house-to-house 


collection. The money will go 


towards the running costs of 
the group’s work centre. 


Disco cash 


THE Canterbury and Kent 


' Coast Spastics Group raised 


£167 at a disco in aid of The 
Spastics Societys ‘Save -a 
Baby campaign, and now a 


further fund-raiser called 
‘Face Up to the Music’ is 
_planned. 
ae 2508 


THE Cleveland Unit for the 
Assessment of Pre-School 
Physically Handicapped Child- 
ren has received donations 
totalling over £500. This will 
help to repay a loan of £700 
from The Spastics Society for 
roofing in the wunit’s play 
quadrangle. 


MAIDENS 


Village united to help Joanna 


JOANNA Smith, 14, will 
be the envy of her class- 
mates of Rose Hill School, 
Worcester, when she starts 
the new term in this bat- 
tery-operated car given by 
the villagers’ of Ashton- 
under-Hill, near Evesham, 
Worcs. For six months the 
villagers held jumble sales, 


| AM a 23-year-old athe- 
toid. For years I’ve tried 
to find a suitable young 
lady to form a relationship 
with. But I just can’t seem 
to find a suitable girl with 
the same problems as I 
have. I have quite a few 
able-bodied female friends. 
but that’s as far as it goes.’ 

I wondered if you might be 
able to help me? Would you 
be prepared to include this 
letter in Spastics News? I’m 
sure there must be dozens of 
girls in the same situation as 
myself. 

I would be thrilled to hear 
from anybody. My _ interests 
include Christianity, 
horse riding and driying. I 
drive an invalid car. 

I do not mind my 
address being printed. 

Thanking you in anticipa- 
tion. 

Nigel E. Skinner, 
$9 Gleneagles Road, 
Birmingham B26 2HT. 


music, 


full 


We bring freedom to the handicapped 
through modern technology 


This new Division of Malden Electronics Limited 
introduces five new products: 


* The Malden Rally Special Go-Kart 


—an exciting fibreglass car with joystick control. 


x An Automatic Garage Door Opener 


—a transmitter in the car automatically opens and 
closes your up-and-over door. 


* The EasiSwitch 


— a hand-held ultrasonic transmitter to switch on 
appliances from your chair. 


* The Light & Learn Communicator 


—a portable communicator for those with little 


or no speech. 


x A joystick steering system 


for the Austin-Morris, Mini or Ford Escort. 


MALDEN CARE 


A Division of Malden Electronics Limited 


Malden House, 579 Kingston Road, 
Raynes Park, London SW20 8sD. 
Telephone: 01-543 0077. 


SN Sepl6 


coffee mornings, paper 
collections and musical 
evenings to raise £750 to 
buy a car for Joanna, who 
is spastic. Money left over 
from the purchase will be 
used by students at Wor- 
cester Technical College to 
make a similar vehicle for 
younger children at 
Joanna’s school. 


- Aplea we couldn’t refuse 


- Brickbat 


THE Open University has now 


added to the ever-growing 
avalanche of literature on 
handicap by producing a 
newsheet specially for its dis- 
abled students. 

This seems a blatant. and 
unnecessary piece of  dis- 
crimination. Pure academic 
study is surely the one field 
in which disabled people can 
compete on equal terms with 
their able-bodied fellows and 
forget their physical limita- 
tions for a while. 


Open University Student, 
Liverpool. 


Unfair VAT 


ALTHOUGH the government 
does a great deal nowadays for 
handicapped people, I feel it 
is wrong that VAT should. be 
charged on aids and equip- 
ment for the disabled. After 
all, we should not: need these 
items if we were not disabled, 
and it seems wrong to penalise 
us in this way. 

Tam sure the government 
does not realise what good 
work the Society is doing for 
spastic people. 

I missed reading the August 
issue of Spastic News early in 
the month. It is such an 
interesting paper that readers 


THE Duke of Kent admires a selection of lamps at the 


Pictured with Joanna are 


some of the villagers who | 
helped raise the money for | 


the car. Third from the 
right is her mother Mrs 
Margaret Smith and 
extreme right Mrs Peggy 
Smith. 

Picture by courtesy of Ber- 
row’s Newspapers Ltd. 


must be disappointed when it 

does not arrive on time. 

E. Agar (Miss), 

17 Madison Avenue, 

Hodge Hill, 

Birmingham B36 8EG. 
Sorry, Miss Agar, that you 

and our other readers received 

the August issue of Spastics 

News later than usual. As we 

explained, this was due to an 


industrial dispute at the 
printers, and not to the 
inefficiency of the editorial 
staff! 


My holiday | 


FOR years I have been think- 
ing about going on a holiday 
run by The Spastics Society; 
this year I took the plunge. 

I went with a party of about 
40 to Butlins at Clacton, and 
had one of my best holidays 
up to now. We all travelled 
by coach from Fitzroy Square 
in London to Clacton. I must 
admit that I was a little bit 
nervous when J arrived at 
Fitzroy Square (the Society’s 
Family Services and Assess- 
ment Centre) to see so many 
strange faces. It was as if we 
were all waiting to see the 
dentist! 

On behalf of all of us, our 
sincere thanks to our party 
leaders, Mr and Mrs John 
Roberts, and their happy band 
of helpers, who through their 
patience and understanding 
made it a holiday to remem- 
ber. 

Malcolm Dipple, 
32 Shipton Way, 
Basingstoke. 


Hanover Trade Fair — and was very interested to learn 
that they were made in work centres run by The Spastics 
Society, of which his wife, the Duchess of Kent, is Patron. 

The lamps were made at the Miriam Harris, Sully, 
Chester and Sherrards centres for Emess Lighting, and 
Mr Allen Mitson of the firm is shown with the Duke in 


the picture. 


| 


A tiny group with 
big campaign ideas 


WHERE Skegness leads others can surely follow. That 
is the opinion of Mike Venables, the Spastics Society’s 
Midlands Senior Regional Officer, who was presented with 
a cheque for £140 from the group for the Society’s ‘Save 
a Baby’ campaign. The remarkable part, as Mr Venables 
points out, is that the Skegness group has less than 10 
members yet managed to make this profit at a dance they 
organised. 

‘The fact that they can raise a sum like this for the 
campaign indicates what can be done by other groups. 
Now Skegness are working on another fund-raising event 
for the autumn,’ he ‘said. 


Po serene en a ee ee ——————————— 


Chairman’s 
export 
success 


WHEN Dorrien Belson, 


accept the award by his suc- 
cessor Mr Geoffrey Palau who 


said: ‘The achievement of 
earning the Queen’s Award was 
accomplished during Dorrien’s 
last yéar as chairman and we 
were delighted that he could 
accept our invitation to col- 
lect the award for a third time. 

The presentation was made 
by Col Thomas Gordon-Duff, 
Lord Lieutenant of Banffshire, 
at J and B’s Auchroisk dis- 


Chairman of The Spastics 
Society, took over J & B 
Rare Scotch Whisky at 
International Distillers 
and Vintners in 1963, 
people told him: ‘You'll 
never sell Scotch that 
colour in that awful green 
DOC. 

Mr Belson recalled the 
gloomy prophecy when he 
collected the Queen’s 
Award for Export Achieve- 
ment on behalf of J & B 
from which he retired as 
chairman in March. 


He -had been invited to 


New heights 


THIS instantly adjustable kitchen 
sink unit is the latest addition to 
the Pressalit Rehab range and has 
been produced as a result of a wide 
demand from architects and occu- 
pational therapists. 

It is designed to give a full 
range of operating heights for 
wheelchair access and individual 
standing requirements, and is 
easily adjusted by the two locking 
handles without any need for 
changing the plumbing because of 
the flexible feed pipes and tele- 
scopic waste cutlet. 


PRESSALIT 


STAND 88, NAIDEX 1978 


tillery on Speyside. 


Congratulating the company, 
Col Thomas Gordon-Duff said 
that between 1975 and 1977 
‘overseas sales escalated by 53 
per cent from £28 million to a 
record £43 million, 

As chairman of J and B, Mr 
Belson made frequent visits to 
Scotland and he and his wife 
Mary have continued to make 
the journey North of the 
Border—these days to pursue 
their favourite pastime of 
fishing. 

Our picture shows Mr 
Belson with the Lord 
Lieutenant of Banffshire 
and J & B chairman Mer 
Geoffrey Palau. 


in sink design 


The stainless steel sink is a 
Carron Silver Dove 1000 x 500mm 
with single drainer and 127mm 
deep shallow bow! for ease of 
wheelchair and knees movement, 
and is mounted on a_ special 
Pressalit frame of nylon coated 
steel which moves up and down 
on stainless steel rods. Flexible 
piping to the taps and a telescopic 
waste outlet are supplied together 
with Fischerbolts for ease of wall 
fixing. Approximate retail price 
is £250 excluding YAT and taps. 

SN Sep22 
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Briefing : 


Tracking down 
a safety aid 


EXODUS, the name aptly 
chosen for the campaign to 
bring mentally handi- 
capped children out of 
hospitals and into accom- 
modation in the community 
within the range of child 
care services, is 
worthy but there are prob- 
lems. One of them was 
highlighted by a member 
of the care staff at one of 
our centres. 

We all know that while it is 
a counsel of perfection never 
to leave liquids in bottles — 
the contents might be drunk 
in the hope that it is lemonade 
— fatalities occur each year. 
Among domestic items which 
kill is Paraquat, a weed killer, 
but there are others — bleach 
and even washing-up liquids. 
The background is usually 
making up too much of a 
substance and then storing the 
surplus in a bottle. 

This point was put to me: 


tablets and pills can nowa- 
days be obtained with ‘child- 
proof’ closures. Are- there 


similar tamper proof stoppers’ 


for bottles? 

{ started to make inquiries 
for a source of supply for 
‘child-proof’ stoppers, and. it 
Was suggested that the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents might be able to 
help. 

A call was put in to the 


Society — ‘the number is - 


praise- ~ 


021-233 2461, useful to know 
— and it was suggested that I 
make contact with United 
Glass in_ Staines. [ wrote to 
the firm who were quick to 
reply. .Bottles with ‘child- 
proof’ stoppers were available 
and a promise was given that 
100 would be sent to The 
Spastics Society. 


SUPPLIES OFFICER 


Drivers 
to meet 


THE Disabled Drivers’ Asso- 
ciation, in collaboration with 
the Institute of Medical 
Education of the Norfolk and 
Norwich Hospital, will be 
holding a weekend sym- 
posium on ‘Mobility of the 
Disabled in the 1980's’. on 
Saturday /Sunday November 
4/5 1978. 3 

The Saturday sessions will 
be held in the teaching centre 
of the Norfolk and Norwich 
Hospital. The Sunday  ses- 
sion, considered as an optional 
extra, will include yisits to 
Ashwellthorpe Hall Hotel, the 
holiday centre of the DDA, 
this year celebrating its 21st 
birthday. 

Further details from the 
Disabled Drivers’ Association, 
Ashwelithorpe, Norwich NR16 
1EX. Tel Fundenhall 449. 


on books, aids, holidays, services, 
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Bargain breaks add Advice — 
to learning leisure 


THE Spastics Society’s Bargain Break Holidays for the 
handicapped at special, off-peak prices, offer a variety of 
interesting activities for the holiday-maker in the autumn 


and winter months. 


The Society runs four 
hotels in Sussex, Essex and 
Oxfordshire, all equipped 


| -and staffed to cater for the 
special needs of handi- 


capped people. 

The Garwood Hotel, in Vic- 
toria Drive. Bognor Regis, 
offers a historical holiday 
break from January 21 to 28. 
For those with this special 
hobby, brass rubbing expe- 
ditions -at local: churches are 
on offer, with archaeological 
visits to places of historical 
interest. One evening has 
been laid aside for a bumper 
candlelit dinner with wine and 
entertainment. From January 
16 to 21, 1979, , there will be 
a special week for fishing 
enthusiasts. There will be 
beach fishing parties and 
combing with detector. Again 
there will be an _ evening 
candlelit dinner including wine 
“and entertainers. Both holi- 
days cost £49. 

The Bedfont Hotel, Marine 
Parade West, Clacton-on-Sea. 
Essex, offers a. special week 
for music lovers from Novem- 
ber 18 to 25. Musical apprecia- 
tion of different types of music 
including instrumental, vocal 
and other choral items have 


GET ACQUAINTED 


With the V.1.P. 200 Series Modular Wheelchairs, 
Tailor-made to suit your Particular Needs 


CHOOSE : 


REF 


NVACMRE 


L_IM/A!1T Ef 


V.1.P. 228 - 23 


Full-length or Desk Arms. 
Solid or Pneumatic Tyred Wheels. 
From 5 Different Foot and Legrests. 
From 4 Different Upholstery Colours. 


Seat Width and Height to suit. 


For further Information on Wheelchairs and 
Aids to Mobility. Please Contact. 


Rehab Invacare Ltd., 

Brackla Industrial Estate, Bridgend, 
Mid Glamorgan, S. Wales. 
Telephone (0656) 56727 

Telex 497109 RIBEND G. 


?) 
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- sale. 


been arranged. There will also 
be outings to concerts and 
a music tutor will be on hand. 
From January 6 to 13, 1979, a 
holiday for those interested in 
painting and artistic crafts 
has been arranged. There will 
be visits to local galleries and 
art centres and to the famous 
Constable country. Local paint- 
ings will be on view and for 
There will be a tutor 
laid on to ‘advise amateur 
artists and a local art shop 
will come to the hotel to sell 


materials. Price for both 
holidays: £49. 
Colwall Court Hotel, in 


Pages Avenue, Bexhill, Sussex, 
offers a holiday for camera 
enthusiasts from November 5 
to 11. The use of a camera, 
how to develop and print 
photographs, will be demon- 
strated and trips around 1066 
country will be organised for 
photographers, including the 
battlefield of Hastings, Herst- 
monceux Castle and the local 
fishing village of Rye. Visitors 


will be helped by the local 
camera club, photographers 
‘and members of ‘the Stars 
Organisation for  Spastics. 


From December 3 to 9 is a 
week set aside for lovers of 
the theatre. There will be lec- 


‘Burden’ families 


tures for visitors from well 
known personalities of stage 
and screen as well as demon- 
strations on make-up, costume 
and stage design. Entertain- 
ment organised for the even- 
ings will include a _ disco, 
bingo and visits to the local 
pub and theatre, as well as 
wheelchair dancing. Price for 
both holidays: £50. 


Chiltern House, in Hill Top 
Road, Oxford, is within easy 
access of the famous colleges, 
museums and other notable 
buildings of Oxford. The Cots- 
wolds, Chilterns, the Thames 
Valley and Blenheim Palace 
are also within easy reach. 
Outings to suit individual 
interests will be arranged from 
October | to March 31. Price 
normally £63 but, during this 
period (with the exception of 
Christmas-time), -accommoda- 
tion is offered at the bargain 
price of £42 a week. 


Full details of all these 
holidays, which cover full 
board and accommodation | 
as well as organised enter- | 
tainment, can be obtained 
from the Centres Depart- 
ment, The Spastics Society, 
12 Park Crescent, London 
WIN 4EQ. Please book | 
promptly to avoid disap- 
pointment as the holidays 
are very popular. 


meed more help 


ALL parents haye experience 
of managing incontinence for 
a while but most parents 
caring for severely disabled 
children at home go on coping 
through childhood into ado- 
lescence and beyond. For these 


children incontinence is often 
the most trying, shaming and 
unpleasant handicap. 

When the Family Fund was 


established in 1973 to help - 
parents to carry the heavy 
burdens of caring for a 


severely handicapped child at 
home, the requests ‘o the 
Fund showed how much 
miserable drudgery and con- 
tinually unpleasant work was 
caused by the children’s incon- 
tinence. The Joseph Rowntree 
Memorial Trust which runs 
the Fund set up a research 


unit in the Department of 
Social Administration and 
Social Work, University: of 


York, to study the effects of 
the Fund’s work. In _ this 
publication* Dr Jonathan 
Bradshaw, senior research fel- 
low, studies the extent of in- 
continence and its effects in a 
sample of the 32,000 families 
seeking the Fund’s help. 

It seems that the laundry 
service Which may be provided 
by local social services depart- 
ments only very rarely reaches 
the families. Those advising 
the families often did not tell 
them the Family Fund. could 
help with washing machines 
and dryers. There is confusion 
among health authorities over 
their powers, The equipment 
provided is often limited in 
choice. quantity and avail- 
ability, hence many: families 
are having to buy some or all 
of their equipment themselves. 

It is hard to get grass roots 
information about .the actual 
effectiveness of provision made 
by the state on this subject. 


Dr Bradshaw has provided it. | 
Those in health authorities and 
the health professions especi- 
ally where working in the © 
home and for child health, in 
social services, and social 
work, in education, supplies 
officers, retail chemists, in fact 
_everyone helping: severely 
handicapped children. will find 
this publication provokes 
thought. Quotations from 
parents are given throughout 
the study. These make the 
saddest reading. Even the 
‘oughest verson would admire | 
their courage. and would feel 
that we have not tried hard 
enough to help their children 
and to make their own lives 
easier and less of a slavery. 


*Incontinence: A Burden 
for Families with Handicapped 
Children’ by Jonathan Brad- 
shaw, published by the Dis- 
abled Living Foundation and 
obtainable \from the Founda- 
tion at 346 Kensington High 
Street, London W14 8NS. Price 


- RSPB 
FILMS 


A World of Wonder on the 


Screen! 16mm 


Please send for Free Catalogue of award-winning films 
(enclosing 7p stamp), to RSPB Films, The Lodge, 
Sandy, Bedfordshire $SG19 2DL. 


nent ee momar — 


Private showings for the severely handicapped ~ te 
and housebound - 50% reduction on normal hire 
rates (Projector not supplied). 


Write for details to John Tomkins, Head of P. oducti : 
Royal Society for the Protec verb res 


Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, 


Name : 
a a ae 
ra 


Address 


SuEnENSeeeereeeeer 


“QO. 
Wacse Postcode plight oe le Se ie 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 


on tape 


THE Disabled Living Foun- 
dation has prepared a series of 
six tape slide programmes 
designed to help stroke vic- 
tims, their relatives and pro- — 
fessional workers concerned. 
Each programme lasts about — 
35 minutes and the commen- 
taries are in ordinary layman’s 


language, with no special” 
medical terms. Areas covered” 
are aids for the housewife,” 


aids to communication, aids- 
for mobility, aids for personal 
independence, clothing and 
dressing aids, aids to leisure. 
Although .the ‘programmes? | 
were orginally intended to help > 
people who have had a stroke, _ 
the information may also be) — 


useful to those with other — 

handicaps, such as cerebral ~~ 

palsy. i 
Further information from. — 


Disabled Living Foundation, _ 
346 Kensington High Street, 
London W14 8NS. : 


Learning — 


THE Possum Basic Skills 
Teaching Machine (pictured) 
is designed for the physically — 

or mentally handicapped and _ 
also non disabled children and 
adults with a learning diffi- 
culty. A special adaptation 
can be supplied to enable it 
to be used by those with hear- — 
ing deficiencies. Instead of an 
audible response, a plug in 
unit shows a smiling or a 

frowning face depending on | 
the response made. Saget 

- Details from Possum Con- 
trols Lid, 11 Fairacres Indus- 
trial Estate, Windsor, Berks. 


Reading — 
‘SEXUALITY and Disavility” 
is the name of a quarterly 
journal newly-launched by the en 
Human Sciences Press. This, 
Say the publishers, has arisen 
out of demands by disabled 
people themselves for sexual 
counselling and advice. ee 

Annual subscription to the 
journal is £22 for institutions, 
£12 for individuals. 3 

Further details from Human 
Sciences Press, 3 Henrietta’ — 
Sireet, London WC2 8LU. 


HIRE OR SALE 
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success of 
NAIDEX 77 in London 
last year, when more 
than 13,000 visitors 


were recorded during 


the four-day event, 


_NAIDEX 78 with its 
impressive total of 


‘more than 2,000 square 


7 
ie, 
5 Py 


~ Rehabilitation 


metres of stand space 
and 130-plus exhibitors 
promises to be even 
more successful. 

NAIDEX 78 and_ the 
European Conference of 
Inter- 
national is being held at 
Brighton from September 
18 to 21. 

As well as the more con- 


ventional aids for the dis- 
abled—and there are many 
new products te be seen in 
this category—there is an 
increase in the number of 
électronic aids on’ display, 
thus demonstrating the 
growing awareness of the 
technological age and _ its 
applications for the dis- 
abled community. ~ 


In addition to the many 


well known UK companies and: 


associations exhibiting af 
NAIDEX 78, there will be at 
least 20 overseas exhibitors, an 
indication of the potential size 
and growing importance of the 
UK and European market. 
For the first time at 
NAIDEX there will be a com- 
prehensive display of vehicles, 
vehicle accessories and services 
for the disabled motorist from 
17 companies and associations. 


This display will be situated in 
Hall 3 of the Hotel Metropole. 
The exhibition also eccupics 
Hall 7 of the Hotel Metropole 
(where the organisers are 
erecting a ‘Victorian Pub’ for 
pub Junches and refreshments) 
and the main exhibition hall 
of the new Brighton Conven- 
tion Centre. ae 

Running concurrently with 
NAIDEX 78 will be the Euro- 
pean Conference of Rehabilita- 


SPASTICS NEWS 9. 


Success assured for Naidex ‘78 


tion International, with the 
theme ‘Disability in the 
Family. The conference has 
attracted speakers and) dele- 
gates from over 40 countries. 
During the last nine months 
the staff of Naidex Conventions 
Limited has travelled exten- 
sively in order tO promote this 
important event for the dis- 
abled, visiting France, Ger- 
many, Spain, Switzerland and 


/ the USA, 


Upstairs, 
} 
pstairs, 
ONE of the greatest problems 
facing handicapped people is 
their ability to manage stairs 
easily, or sometimes at all. A 
stairlift can prove to be the 
answer. Less costly to pur- 
- chase an instal] than a conyen- 
tional lift, their. widespread 
use to a great extent has been 
the result of developments by 
a Leicester based company. 
Gimson and Co 
Ltd. which now claims to 
manufacture the widest range 
of stairlifts in Europe. 

At Naidex (stands 53, 54, 55 
and 72 combined into one) the 
firm is exhibiting three of its 
most successful models, the 
Stairmaster/Stairider, the Stair- 
glider and their Mark Il 
Wheelchair Lift. 

The Stairglider (pictured). 
which can be installed without 


Kitchen 
hints 


designed for someone in a 
Wheelchair will be shown at 


the British Gas stand at 
Naidex. The kitchen will 
feature a gas hotplate, grill 


and oven built-in at practical 
_working heights George 
Moore’s kitchen units, which 
were developed in consultation 
with experts in the field of 
physical disability. Worktop 
heights can be tailored to suit 
individual requirements. and 
lower storage units are acces- 
sible for the chairbound. 
_ The stand will incorporate 
information on all aspects of 
the service which British Gas 
offers disabled people and. the 
elderly. A number of aids will 
be on display including a pre- 


in 


payment meter with an 
extended handle, tap handle 
adapters for appliances and 


braille controls, and help and 
advice will be available from 
the Home Service Advisers on 
| the stand. Every British Gas 
 Tegion employs these advisers 
and among other duties, they 
Visit the elderly and disabled 
at home to advise on all 
aspects of the use of gas and 
fas appliances. 


(Leicester) 


ownstairs 


the need for preparatory work, 
has a rotating armchair-type 
seat for easy access and exit, 
which also permits passengers 
to face forwards or sideways. 

Both the Stairmaster/ 
Stairider and Stairglider units 
fold away when not in use, 
leaving the staircase virtually 
unobstructed. 

Further details from Gimson 
and Co Ltd, Vulcan Road, 
Leicester, LES 3EA. 


ortable 
opstar 


POPSTAR stands for Patient 
Operated Porta ble Simple 
Typing and Remote Controller. 
It is both a typewriter and 
environmental controller which 
will switch on and off various 
domestic appliances by remote 
control. There are no com- 
plicated codes to learn and the 
control can be operated by a 
joystick, suck/blow unit or 
pressure pads, according to 
the user’s abilities. 

The machine is portable and 
requires no special installation. 
Appliances such as electric 
fires, lamps, televisions and 
radios can be attached with a 
standard plug and Popstar will 
also operate an electronic door 
release catch. 

The equipment which costs 


| HUS5 3JT. Tel 0482 445229. 


£480 will be on skow at 
Naidex, or further details may 
be obtained from the _ sole 
British distributor, Martin 
Creasey Rehabilitation, 106 
Marlborough Avenue, Hull 


The go— 


anywhere 


Newton 


LIGHTNESS and sirength are 
the concepts behind the design 
of the ultra-lightweight manual 
chair from Newton Aids Ltd, 
exhibiting on Stands 7, 8 and 9 
at Naidex °78. 


Lightness comes from the 


use of aluminium alloy tube 
for the construction; 
strength from welded 
and precision engineering. The 
Newton ultra-lightweight chair 
weighs only 30Ib, yet it has 
proved as strong and rugged 
in use as any heavier conven- 
tional steel chair. It folds 
easily by means of a unique 
linkage system, and the arm- 
rests, footrests and wheels 
can be quickly and simply 
removed, leaying a compact 
shape and a weight of only 
1431b to pack away. 

The same lightweight frame 
is incorporated in the design 
of the Newton Elan, the only 
truly portable electric wheel- 
chair. Visitors to Naidex will 
be able to obtain full details 
on the Elan, and the unique 
fully-rotating powered chair, 
the Newton Queensway, as well 
as a selection of electronic and 
other aids for the disabled. 

For further information con- 
fact Newton Aids Ltd, 2a 
Conway Street, London WIP 
5HE. 


frame 
joints 


Powerful climber 


THE picture above shows a 
power wheelchair from Meyra 
Rehab. climbing a steep hill, 
and is one of the firm’s pro- 
ducts which will be on dis- 
play at NAIDEX. 


The power. wheelchairs 
incorporate a 24-volt special 
motor, and outdoor models 
offer a range of 25 miles and 
they can negotiate rough ter- 
rain, climb hills and even 
mount kerbs. 


Also on show will be child- 
ren’s playmobiles, which offer 
the: disabled child mobility 
and integration opportunities. 
and the P. and L. Bathlifter. 
which can be utilised for either 
right- or left-hand operation. 
The compact unit clamps to 
the side of the bath and can 
be easily installed in confined 
areas, providing safe, inde- 
pendent. bathing for the dis- 
abled. 


Demonstrations and full 
details of the Meyra Range of 
products on stands 33, 34, 51 
and 52. 


Resting or riding in comfort — 


BIDDLE Engineering make a 
wide range of portable electric 
wheelchairs. and is now cater- 
ing for the more severely 
handicapped person, and in 
some cases, individual needs. 
The firm’s research team has 
designed a new chair — the 
Semi-Recliner — which will 
cater for the disabled person 
who needs to alter his sitting 
position, for rest or sleep, 
without the inconvenience of 


-having to be transferred to a 


different chair or bed. It is 
pictured below. 
The adjustable leg rests 


swing to one side or can be 
completely removed and the 
armrests are also detachable 
for easy access. The recline 
angle is easily adjusted. 

The wheelchair. can be 
folded and transported, with 
very little difficulty as it is 
made of the same lightweight 


aluminium as the rest of the; 
range and has the same option 
of motors and controls. 
Another new idea from the 
firm: is: the BEC. Roto-Turn, 
which will greatly help those 
attending the disabled. 


which acts 


The appliance, 
like a rotator, is sturdy and | 
hard wearing. covered in non- 
slip rubber, measures approxti- 


mately 12in diameter, and 
helps when transferring the 
patient from wheelchair to the 
bed/commode/chair and car, 
etc. It can be adapted in many 
ways to the patient’s needs but 
at the same time eases the | 
task of those in attendance. 
The Roto-Turn can be 
obtained from a BEC distribu- | 
tor for £8.75 (inclusive of 
VAT) or direct from Biddle 
Engineering Co Lid, 103 Stour- 
bridge Road, Halesowen, West 
Midlands B63 3UB, by post for 
£1.14 extra. 


undreds of aids to see at the show—here are some of them 


Mobility 


—with fun 


AMONG the products on 
show from Malden Care will 
be an exciting range of Elec- 
tric Go Karts for children 
which adda ‘fun’ dimension 
to mobility; ‘Light and 
Learn’ communicator using a 
travelling light enables severely 
handicapped children with 
little or no speech to spell 
using the normal alphabet. 

An automatic door opener 
will be shown which aids dis- 
abled drivers since the pressing 
of a button inside the car 
opens or closes the door and 
puts the light on. A similar 
control for .use’ inside the 
house will switch on the light, 
TV. electric blanket, etc. 

Further details from Malden 
Care (a Division of Malden 
Electronics Ltd), 579 Kingston 
Road. Raynes Park, London 
SW20 8SD. 


Buggy 


THIS neat little alternative to 
the conventional wheelchair 
can be used either in the house 
or out-of-doors. Called the 
Freedom Buggy, it will mount 
kerbs of up to five inches, and 
can also be folded and packed 
into an estate car er large 
hatch-back. 

Freedom buggies are easy to 
operate on any surface and 
can be used by children or 
adults. They can be driven on 
pavements or roads without a 
road fund or driving licence. 

The vehicles, which will be 
on show at NAIDEX, are 
cheap to run, and powered by 
12-volt car batteries, will travel 
at speeds of up to four miles 
an hour. The batteries can 
be re-charged without remov- 
ing them. 

The Freedom Buggy pic 
tured costs £630, and is VAT 
zero-rated to purchasers with 
a doctor’s certificate. Further 
details from Thomas Auto- 
maties Co Ltd, Belton Road 
West, Loughborough, Leics 
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Aid for 
family 
centre 


IN the 10th anniversary 
‘year of the Society’s 
Family Services and 
Assessment Centre at 
Fitzroy Square, Lon- 
don, local groups and 
Regional Co-ordinating 
Committees have con- 
tinued to give generous 
support. 

The Midlands Regional 
Fund has donated £5,000 to 
the centre itself and £2,500 
to the Samaritan Fund. The 
South East Regional Fund 
has given £2,500 to the 
cenire, £3,000 for Personal 
Social Services and £2,500 
to the Samaritan Fund. The 
East Regional Fund has 
contributed £2,000, the 
North East Regional Fund 
£500 for Personal Social 
Services and Samaritan 
Fund, and the Wales 
Regional Fund £250. 

Local group donations 
include £200 from the South 
London Spastic Group and 
Pontefract and District 
Spastics Association, £150 
from Colwyn Bay and Dis- 
trict Spasties Society, £100 
from Uford, Romford and 
District Spastics Associa- 
tion and Lincoln District 
Spastics Society. 

The Society’s Resources 
Committee has approved 
the expenditure of £16,000 
for improvements in facili- 
ties for families and visi- 
tors at the centre. 


Expectations 


exceeded 
FOURTH-year 


Horsell Secondary 
raise £100 with a disco 
sponsored walk in aid of White 
Lodge Spastics Centre. But 
their efforts brought in a total 
of £550. Some of the cash will 
be used by Horsell pupils to 
pay for materials which they 
will use in building specially- 
designed equipment for 
White Lodge children. 


The smooth, 
the safe way to 


regainthe 
freedom / 
of your 


stairlifts 


Whether the stairs are 
Straight or not, we can 
make a stairlift to 

Suit almost every need. 


W. J. Furse & Co. Ltd., Stairlift Dept., 
Traffic Street, Nottingham NG2 1NF, 
Telephone (0602) 868213 


Nationwide after- 
Sales service 


Sain eT Tae 
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pupils of 
~ School, 
Woking, Surrey, expected to 
and 


the 


mer pupil of the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School, 
is pictured with his family 
after the degree ceremony 
at the University of York, 
where he received an upper 
second in Philosophy. 
With him are (left to right) 
his brother Michael, his 
parents Mr and Mrs Mer- 
vyn Gomm 
brokeshire, and his grand- 
mother Mrs Margaret 
O'Shea. 


Our ‘Enery | 
at SOS sale 


A GIANT sale organised by 
The Stars Organisation 
Spastics at the Holiday Inn; 
Swiss Cottage, North London, 
nearly £300, 


for 


The sale was opened by 
boxer Henry Cooper, and 
goods on offer ranged from 


wickerwork bread baskets, cane 
drinks 
table mats, flower pot 
hanging baskets 
and pine furniture. 

took 
hel pa-of 


garden furniture, 
trolleys, 
holders and 
to cane 

(he event place with 


the the Jewish 


National Fund. 


RICHARD Gomm, a for- 


from Pem-— 


Proud Richard, 
proud 


family 


a wheelchair and = can 
coomunicate only by 
means of a typewriter 


operated by a rod attached 
to his head. He won first 
prize in the poetry section 
of The Spastics Society’s 
Literary Contest in 1973. 
He is now going on to do 
postgraduate research at 
Swansea. 


Picture by courtesy of York- 


shire Evening Press. 


Modern Vehicle 


Constructors Ltd 


DARWIN CLOSE, READING, RG2 ORW 
TEL: 0734 81654 


Van Conversions for the transporting 
of invalid wheelchairs 
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‘Tell me’ she said, and | 


very frankly, they did — 


‘YOU Tell Me’ is a new 
book published by the 
Scottish Council for 
Spastics in which a 
group of young men 
and women discuss 
the difficulties encoun- 
tered by handicapped 
people in the com- 
munity, 

The author, Margaret 
Davidson, was _ pre- 
viously a teacher at 
the Council’s Wester- 
lea School in Edin- 
burgh and the book is 
a follow-up survey of 
former pupils or people 
who had spent some 
time at other centres 
run by the Scottish 
Council. 

The forthright, percep- 
tive comments of the hun- 
dred or so young spastic 
people interviewed make 
lively reading and _ this 
gives the book a wider 
appeal than the average 
research document. 

Many of those taking part 
were interviewed in their own 
homes, others were able to 
travel to the author’s office. 
A selected group was invited 
to take part in two residential 
weekend seminars; one early 
on in the survey, the other 


towards the end, where the 
findings were discussed in 
detail. 


Topics covered in the inter- 
views and discussions included 
education, employment, ‘Them 
and Us’ (on integration with 
the outside world), and sup- 
port (from professional] 


| 


workers, family and friends. 
interests and religion). 

A large part of the book is 
made up. of quotes from. the 
young people themselves—for 
example, ‘The guard said to 
the porter: “There’s .a cripple 
in the van” as though I might 
spring out and bare my fangs 
at him;’ ‘I’ve got a-job.and it’s 
great to feel you're earning 
your money ‘instead of getting 
it from Social Security.’ 

Another illuminating com- 
ment was made on the word 
‘Courage’ which. cerebral pal- 
sied people often find so 
irritating: ‘Let me put it this 
way. If I were captured and 
interrogated or even tortured 
to make me reveal secrets or 
betray my friends and [I resis- 
ted, then that would show 
courage. It would be real 
courage because I would have 
had a choice—I could have 
given in, but I resisted. But 
{ had no choice about being 
a spastic person with all those 
handicaps. I don’t need cour- 
age to resist because I have no 
choice; there’s nothing to 
resist. [ am what T am and-I 


have to go on from here?” 

Elsewhere, fund-raising pub. 
licity. methods which represen} 
the handicapped.as objects of 
pity were criticised. ; It was 
suggested that they lead the 
general public to suppose that 
a handicapped person cannot 
be ‘normal’ and take a place 
in society, ‘What they may 
give with one hand, in the way 
of monetary assistance, which 
may be necessary in infancy, 


they take away in self-respect. 


when one is grown up. ¢ _ 

In conclusion. the ‘author 
writes: “The young people 
intend to live their own inde- 
pendent lives without being 
carried; all they need is some 
support. It is understood that 
the public need to discover this 
from the young people them- 
selves. otherwise they cannot 


know. [ didn’t know until 7 
asked. “You tell me,” I said. 
So they did—and they are 


telling you, too.’ 

‘You Tell Me’ is available 
from Scottish Council for 
Spastics, 22  Corstorphine 
Road, Edinburgh EH12 6HP, 
Price £3. 


——ee 


‘A jolly good team’ 


THE Society’s collectors from the Midlands and East 
Anglia cover thousands of miles in their work, but here 
they are converged on one point, the Post House Hotel, 


Leicester, for a conference. 


Between them over the last eight years they have 
collected over £55,000 under their field manager Don 


Tilton. 


“They are a jolly good team,’ said Christopher Robin- 
son, Senior Appeals Development officer who attended the 
conference along with Mike Venables, the Society’s Mid- 
land senior regional officer; Len Hand, Boxes and Dolls 
officer; and Michael Brophy, Director of Fund Raising. 
The annual conference was to review the work of the last 
12 months and keep the collectors up-to-date on the 


Society’s ‘Save a Baby’ campaign. 


Growing Concern? 


Your concern - and ours - is to help incontinent youngsters and adults 


maintain their confidence. 


Incontinence is a problem, but it can be solved in a word - INCO. 


The combined range of INCO products offers complete protection which aids 


both the wearer and the family at home. 


Inco garments - made from sup 
are available in eight adjusta 


ple PVC with a drop-front for easy changing, 
ble sizes to ensure a perfeot individual fit. 


Inco pull-on pants - especially suitable for more active patients. Made in 


eight sizes, the elasticated legs and waist give the wearer complete protection. 
Both garments are washable, waterproof and suitable for either sex. 


Inco Roll -~ made from highly absorbent cellulose, soft cotton wool encased in 
a knitted tubing, gives maximum protection, and may be used with either 
Inco garments or pull-on pants. 


Inco Garments & Rolls for comfort and confidence 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. 


Dressings Division 


Reg. Office Robinson & Sons Ltd., Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S40 2AD, 


Telephone 0246-31101 Telex 547320 
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~ church ‘that Sunday. 


-Fiona Halliday, 
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‘Generous 
~ children 


WHEN Valerie Lane, local 
appeals officer for the West 


THIS is the evening when 
Mr Sidney Legg, had a 
thousand good reasons for 
staying at home at Court 
Close, Bradpole, Bridport, 


You can win prizes... 


Sidney, who has been a 
general farm worker all his 
working life, intends to 
spend some of the money 
renovating his house for the 
winter. 


The benefits of the Spastics Poof C 


Region, gave a talk in a | Dorset, and all of them Picture shows from left - 
Plymouth school there was an | were £s. He received a to right, the Mayor, Mrs me See 
unexpected spin off. The talk | first dividend cheque for Legg, Mr Legg, Mr. Wally : Plevna 


was to boost entrants for spon- 
sored swims but three girls, 
Louisa-Jane 
Peck, 


House and Susanna 


“were so moved that they in 


furn gave a talk to their own 
So suc- 
cessful were fhey in putting 


‘across the plight of spastics 
that the members of Derriford 


Church. Plymouth, — sent 
cheque for £100 to Mrs Lane. 


As for the two sponsored 


ss) 


CHILDREN from the Brown 


family of Old Woking, Surrey, 
with the help of a young 
friend have raised £78 for the 


- White Lodge Spastics Centre. 


Kim, © Michelle. Andrew and 
Craig Brown with Beverely 
Wooldridge, spent a month 


_eollectigg jumble and raffle 


prizes and held a fete in the 
Brown's garden. This is the 
second eyent of the kind that 
the children have organised for 
White Lodge. 


and 


£1,000 from the Mayor of 
Bridport, Councillor Percy 
Norfolk. 


Studley (collector) and Mrs 
Valerie Kirby (area super- 
visor). 


Anniversary surprise 


or SOS leader 


IT was, thought Sheila 


for Spastics, a perfectly 
routine meeting that 
she was to attend at 
the SOS Wakes Hall 
residential centre in 
Essex. 

Instead she found her- 
self guest of honour at a 
party organised by Eddie 
Chapleo and his wife 
Monique, and all Wakes 
Hall’s residents to mark 
Sheila’s 25 years with The 


Spastics Society. Sheila was 


and Rita Harford presented 
Sheila with a silver figurine, 
Wakes Hall’s master chef, 
Francois Lebat, had baked a 
eelebration cake, there were 
gifts from SOS marketing— 
and Sheila was speechless! 

When she had recovered her 
breath she said: “I was com- 
pletely surprised by it all. For 
the first time in my life I just 
didn’t know what to’ say. But 
it was such a _ wonderful 
gesture, and is typical of 
Wakes Hall.’ . 


We are sorry that we can’t be at NAIDEX ’78 with our 
range of products for handicapped children, but if 
you would like information on 


The CROSSLAND TOILET AID, 
The NORTHGATE CHAIR and TROLLEY 


he PENDOWER SADDLE 


Write to MICHAEL SLADE, 


Crossland Plastics Ltd 


-Sandbeds Trading Estate, Ossett, West Yorkshire 
or telephone OSSETT (0924) 273697 
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THE Lord Mayor of Liver- 
pool, Councillor Ruth 


Dean, opened a gala day . 


at the adventure play- 
ground for handicapped 


children at Calderstones 
Park, in August. Included 


been equipped for arts and 


crafts with a donation of 
£2,000 for the Sembal 
Trust. 

The Sembal Trust is one 
of three trusts introduced 
in the early 1960s by the 
promoters of the Spastics 
Charity Football Pool, Top 


handicapped children has 
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You always help good causes... 


cost £52,000 and construc- 
tion started on the main 
building and general layout 
in July 1977, and_ the 
official opening will be held 
in about three months time. 

Picture shows the Lord 
Mayor discussing the Top 


swims held in the region, each > oe as 

raised over. £1,000. ° Rawstorne, Director of _ the oes s very first | jp the Lord Mayor's tour Ten Promotions Ltd, of Ten Promotions display 

ne the Stars Organisation sai ae ricae Baus of the facilities was the Bristol. with Gerry Kinsella, organ- 
im_ Wilson, Doris Fisher | Sembal Room which has The new project for  iser of the adventure play- 


ground. 


Mio bility:o. the disabled} 


«For all ages 


« Pavement or country roads 
¢ For Shopping and Country Rambles 
° Climbs 4” kerbs and steep gradients. 
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- Batricar now complete with hood 
¢« No licence 
* No Tax 
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j. S. Smith (High Wycombe), 
Eaton Avenue, 

High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire HP12 3BT 


Ti 


}. S. Smith’s high seat chairs have been 
the elderly and infirm. Manufactured from | ; 
selected materials they have successfully withstood the test of time. 
Rising from the chairs is made easy as the seats are above normal 
height and incorporate easy to grip wooden arms. In addition the backs E 


JSS 


Telephone: 
High Wycombe (0494) BATRICAR 
24541 /2 : \ hae STROUD - ENGLAND 


designed and developed for 
m kiln dried timber and 


Send for free folder and demonstration details to: 


Braune of Stroud, Griffin Mill, 
Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ 


Name 
Address 


of the chairs are shaped to give excellent lumbar support. Superfoam 
cushions are standard but latex can be supplied on request. 
Flame retardent Ambla in a variety of colours and soft moquettes 


5 


Geriatric Wards and Social Services throughout the country, and 


are the normal covers. 
}. S. Smith have supplied these chairs for many years to Hospital H 
recommend their after sales service with confidence. 


— el 


e therefore reserve the right to 


As we are always in constant research for improvement, w 
SN SepI5 


modify specifications at our discretion. All dimensions are normal. 
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Holiday 
hotel s 

SUCCESS 
story 


THE Garwood Hotel 
run by the. Society at 
Bognor Regis is only 
50 yards from . the 
beach, but the handi- 
capped holidaymakers 
are an adventurous lot 
and like to explore 
further afield in search 
of sea and shore, Says. 
the hotel’s manager, 
Jack Simmons: ‘Our 
guests seem to go to 
every beach but the 
one within a stone’s 
throw of the hotel. 
Worthing, Littlehamp- 
ton, the Isle of Wight, 
Hayling Island — they 
visit them all in our 
mini-bus and rarely 
seem to stay put at 
Bognor!’ 
' The hotel, named after 
one of The — Spastics 
Society’s founders, the late 
Jean Garwood, is like the 
Windmill Theatre during 
the war in that it does not 
know the meaning of the 
word ‘closed.’ Jack, with 
a loyal team of administra- 
tive and care staff, is nearly 
always booked up. 
; ‘We have a lot of fun 
here you see,’ he explained. 
‘There are outings every 
day in the minibus with 
driver Derek Copeland. 
He used to be a continental 
courier and he knows. all 
the places of interest, so 
hat even if the sun does 
not shine there is some- 
where interesting to. visit. . 
‘We try to keep the hoiel 
& family affair as much as 
possible, with no‘-rules or 
regulations. : 
“We are always booked solid 
for Christmas, and this year 
we are booked up to Novem- 
ber 29. so it is.a very extended 
Season. We also run bargain- 
break holidays at quieter times 
of the year.” 
» The hotel is financed by the 
South East Region. 
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MR Jack Simmonds, hotel manager, pictured right, talking to Dennis Holland from 
Southampton in the lounge where holiday makers relax after a day on the beach or an 
excursion organised for them. 


SUE: . 


JACKIE Arthur from Winchester, and Dorothy Alexan- 
der from Essex, talking to Steve Richards, General Assist- 
anf, in the gardens at the Garwood Hotel. 


S e: = 3 ~ PEELE TAR RY 
A SCENE in the comfortable and attractive lounge at the 


Garwood Hotel, where amenities include a television and 
record player. Eat Be 


HOTEL manager Mr Simmonds discussing the menu with 
Tom Smith, the Chef, who caters for those healthy 
holiday appetites. 


BELOW: Valerie Strouthos, dining room assistant, serv- 
ing tea to some of the holidaymakers at the hotel. 
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ONE of the cosy bedrooms with french windows opening 
out into the garden, Jackie Arthur is helped by one of the 
assistants, Barbara Ellis, and seated on the right is Wendy 


& 


Betts from Essex. 


SANDRA Herbert, one 
the assistants at the hotel 
gives a helping hand te 
Michael Lucas from Essex. 
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proved one of the favourites with the visitors, as he |. C; idge Road, ° 
takes them on drives around Sussex. itt Sven eto a ha 


